
W E L C O M E 
VISION The Wyong Catholic Parish is a welcoming, caring dynamic community 

MISSION STATEMENT We will live and proclaim the message of the Gospel :   

Engage, Participate, Reach out and Transform 
15H DECEMBER 2024—THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR C 

  

 WYONG CATHOLIC PARISH  
ST CECILIA’S CHURCH, ST JOHN FISHER MASS CTR & ST PETER’S CHAPEL 

Under the Pastoral Care of the  
Society of Our Lady of The Most Holy Trinity (SOLT) 

  REFLECTION 15.12.2024 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

YEAR C 

 

The Third Sunday of Advent is often known 

as Gaudete ('Rejoice!') Sunday, after the lines 

which appear in our second reading today, 

'Rejoice in the Lord always: I shall say it 

again, rejoice!' This exhortation to joy, while 

deeply encouraging and inspiring, can often 

seem to be difficult or impossible to put into 

practice. Perhaps there are things in our 

lives or our world which we cannot rejoice 

over, and which weigh our hearts down. But 

joy is, in fact, the natural human condition. 

God, as a loving Creator, wants us to be hap-

py, both in this world and the next. Let us 

ask ourselves, 'What are the things in my life 

and heart which may be holding me back 

from happiness - pride, fear, unforgiveness, 

envy, ambition, resentment?' Let us open our 

hearts to Jesus, to come in with his  

winnowing fan and sweep them all away. 

 

Reproduced from God’s Word 2024: Daily Reflections, Published 

by St Pauls Publications, Strathfield.  



Adam Dewey 
Plumber, Drainer & Gas Fitter 

0423 123 823 
ajcoastalplumbing@gmail.com 
facebook.com/ajcoastalplumbing 
Lic No. 235651C  ABN 48 478 409 487 
Committed to quality plumbing solutions at affordable prices 

SINGERS NEEDED! 
 CHRISTMAS EVE— 24th December 2024 

Christmas Eve Mass at 5:00pm & Carols at 

11:30pm. 

Please Contact Office to advise if you’ll be able to 

assist for those Masses. 

SAVE THE DATE—Feast of Sto Niño (Sinulog) Celebration 19th January 2025 
 

The Sinulog-Santo Niño Festival is an annual cultural and  religious festival held on the third Sunday of January in Cebu City and is the 
centre of the Santo Niño Catholic celebrations in the Philippines. 

 

Every 3rd Sunday of January, Wyong Catholic Parish and the Wyong Filipino Community also celebrate the Feast of Sto Niño (Sinulog). 
 

Come and celebrate with us on the day. Please bring your Sto Niño images for blessing. 
 

This celebration starts with a 9 day Novena, info below: 9th January - 17th January at 7pm @ St Cecilia's Church, Wyong. 

CHRISTMAS BUSH 
We would love to decorate our Church and Hall 

with some Christmas Bush. If any   parishioner 

would like to donate some, we would be very 

grateful. If you can donate some Christmas Bush 

please call the office. Thank you. 

Triduum Mass 
Each year, a Christmas Triduum of Masses is  
celebrated here at Wyong Catholic Parish. 

Celebrated over a period of three days, these 
Masses invite us to unite in prayer during this  

special Advent season. 
 

St Cecilia’s Church, Wyong 
21st, 22nd and 23rd December 7pm   

BLESSING OF THE NATIVITY SETS 
 

During the Advent season, let us make Christ the centre of our Christmas 

celebrations. 

You’re welcome to bring your Nativity sets from home for a  

blessing, following  all weekend Masses on Saturday 21st  

December  & Sunday 22nd December. 

If the set is too large, you may just bring the crib.   

CATHOLIC MISSION 
Thank you to our Parishioners for your generosity in the 

Catholic Mission Appeal, which is going towards sup-

porting the Church in Mongolia and House of Mercy. 

Thanks to your kindness, people will have access to the 

support they need to help them get back on their feet.  

Total amount raised:  $601 



 

Property Transfer Professionals 
ARLENE BARNETT Licensed Conveyancer  - JP 
02 4353 1340  48A Pacific Hwy Wyong  
propertytransfer@bigpond.com 

www.conveyancernsw.net.au 

Specialising in: Land & Business Sale or Purchase  
Mortgages & Commercial Leases, Retirement Villages 

HomeCaring Wyong 

Lifestyle and health solutions 
Home Care and NDIS  packages tailored 
for you. 
Cruz Calero-Mena   0455 505 292    
Email:  cruz@homecaring.com.au 

   200 Club Update 2024 THANK YOU FOR YOUR  

OUTSTANDING  SUPPORT 
 

Weekly Prizes are $50 – 1st & $20 – 2nd 

Monthly Prizes are $150 – 1st & $50 – 2nd and 

will be last weekend of the month. 

DATE Type 1ST 2nd 

14th/15th  
December 

Weekly 17 John McCabe 12 Christine 
Butcher  

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY MASS 

 

We warmly invite children to 
take part in the cherished 
 
Christmas Eve Mass on 
the 24th of December at 
5:00 pm. 
 
This beautiful celebration 
offers a wonderful  
opportunity for our children to participate in the 
joy and reverence of Christmas. 
 
Should your child wish to participate, please 
contact the Parish Office on 4352 1011 or Jo 
Helm at joanne.helm@dbb.catholic.edu.au 
 
We look forward to coming together as a  
community and celebrating the birth of Christ in 
a way that brings joy, warmth, and faith to all. 

Christmas Cards & Columban Calendars  
 

Christmas Cards & Columban Art Calendars will 
be available for purchase at the back of the 

Church. 
 

 Both are $10 each, proceeds go to  
St Vincent De Paul. 

Main Liturgical Feasts: December 
St. Damascus (December 11), Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12), St. John of the Cross (December 14), St. Peter  

Canisius (December 21) and St. John of Kanty (December 23), St. Stephen (December 26), the Holy Innocents (December 28), The 

Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph & St. Thomas Becket (December 29) and St. Sylvester I (December 31).  

Solemnity of MARY, the 

 HOLY MOTHER OF 
GOD 

   

Mass will be celebrated on 
Wednesday  

1st January 2025 
(New Years Day) 

 

St Cecilia’s Church, Wyong 
8:00am 

St John Fisher, Tumbi Umbi 
8:00am 

mailto:joanne.helm@dbb.catholic.edu.au


TUGGERAH SPORTS & SPINAL 

PHYSIOTHERAPY 
Ricky Li 
Registered NDIS provider 
Phone 4355 4445  
www.tuggerahphysio.com.au 

 MASS TIMES 

Children’s Liturgy at the following 

Masses 

St Cecilia’s 5:00pm Mass Saturday 
St Cecilia’s 9.30am Mass Sunday 
St John Fisher 5pm Mass Sunday 
 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND  

FUNERALS PLEASE CALL THE  

PARISH OFFICE  
 

Mass St Barnabas, Yarramalong 

1st Sun of  month 11.15am  
Filipino Mass St Cecilia’s Church 

3rd Sun of the month 12pm 
 

Anointing of the Sick  

First Friday of the Month  

St Cecilia’s During 8.00am & 11.30am 
Mass  
St John Fisher During 9.15am Mass 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  

St Cecilia’s   Daily 7am-8am  
St John Fisher 1st Fri 8.45 - 9.15am 
 

Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help Saturday—St Cecilia’s &  

Wednesday—St John Fisher (after the 
8am Mass)   
 

Devotion to the Divine Mercy 

St Cecilia’s Fri after the 8am Mass 
St John Fisher Fri after the 9:15am 
Mass 

Prayer groups 
St Cecilia’s Rosary Group Tues after 
8am mass followed by Divine Mercy 
St Cecilia’s Legion of Mary 9am Wed 

Meetings  
St Cecilia’s Choir practice every Tues 
night 5pm to 6pm  
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  
PPC Secretary; Kerry Bugden  
Ph: 02 4388 2938  

Emergency Priest Contact  
Fr Raul Ph: 0450 115 099     
Fr Alex Ph: 0432 947 245 
Fr Teody Ph: 0414 494 823 
 

Parish Office  23 Byron Street Wyong  
Phone: 02 4352 1011  Po  Box 385 Wyong 2259 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30am to 2.30pm   
 

Parish Contacts 
Parish Priest Fr Raul Balute, SOLT Ph: 0450 115 099  
Email: raul.balute@bbcatholic.org.au 
 

Assistant Priest Fr Alex Barnedo, SOLT Ph: 0432 947 245  
Assistant Priest    Fr Teody Medina, SOLT Ph: 0414 494 823 
 

Parish Secretaries Margaret Vandenberg & Christine Sassine  

 

Youth Co-Ordinator  Gabbi Scherer 
Email: gabbi.scherer@bbcatholic.org.au 
  

Parish Email: wyongparish@bbcatholic.org.au 
Parish Website: https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/wyong/ 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wyongcatholicparish 

ST CECILIA’S CHURCH  
23 Byron St Wyong 
Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass Times 
Sat Vigil 5.00pm  Sun 7.30am & 9.30am 
 

Weekday Mass 
Mon-Sat: 8.00am, Monday 9.15am (School Term) 
 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday morning after the 8am 
Mass & Saturday at 4.30pm 

ST JOHN FISHER MASS CENTRE  
Hicks Lane Tumbi Umbi 
Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass Times 
Sat Vigil 5.00 pm  Sun: 8.30am & 5pm 
 

Weekday Mass 
Mon, Wed, Thurs  8:00am Tue & Fri: 9.15am 
 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday at 4.30pm 

KEEP US IN YOUR 
PRAYERS 

Prayer: The most valuable 
gift you can give someone. 
 

Sick: Finn McConnon, Irene Dainty, 
Rod & Pauline Cornwell, Michael 
McDermott, Michele Bolton, Jeanine 
Doueihi, Lisa Glanville, Jackson 
Ticehurst, Margaret McDermott, Dave 
Rodney, Danae Roe  
 

Recently Deceased: Julia  

McDermott, Nelly De Guzman Eco, 
Hondrio Aguila, Maria Esther Attard, Fr 
Michael O’Toole, Peter Vaughan, 
Manfred Merl  
 

Anniversary December: Bill  

Martin, Larry George Hooley, John 
Taylor, James Bastic, Rove Varman,  
Claire  Baxter, John Taylor 

Safeguarding Message  
 

Wyong parish is committed to safeguarding. All children, young 
persons and vulnerable adults have a right to feel safe and be 
safe. If you have a concern about the safety of anyone in the  
parish, please raise your concern with Fr Raul, Fr Alex or  
Fr Teody. The contact details are on the back to the Bulletin.   



Sunday Mass - 15 December 2024 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
First Reading -Zephaniah 3:14-18 
A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud! Rejoice, exult with all your heart, daughter of Jerusalem! 
The Lord has repealed your sentence; he has driven your enemies away. The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your 
midst; you have no more evil to fear. When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem: Zion, have no fear, do 
not let your hands fall limp. The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior. He will exult with joy over 
you, he will renew you by his love; he will dance with shouts of joy for you as on a day of festival. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm - Isaiah 12:2-6 
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel. 
 

Second Reading - Philippians 4:4-7 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 
I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is your happiness. Let your tolerance be 
evident to everyone: the Lord is very near. There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for 
it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we can 
understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation - Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18) 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel - Luke 3:10-18 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
When all the people asked John. 'What must we do?' he answered, 'If anyone has two tunics he must share with 
the man who has none, and the one with something to eat must do the same.' There were tax collectors too 
who came for baptism, and these said to him, 'Master, what must we do?' He said to them, 'Exact no more than 
your rate.' Some soldiers asked him in their turn, 'What about us? What must we do?' He said to them, 'No in-
timidation! No extortion! Be content with your pay!' 
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that John might be the 
Christ, so John declared before them all, 'I baptise you with water, but someone is coming, someone who is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy  
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his barn; 
but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.' As well as this, there were many other things he said to 
exhort the people and to announce the Good News to them. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Excerpts from The English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL). All rights reserved.  Used with permission. Liturgia © 
Liturgy Brisbane. Jerusalem Bible Translation of Scripture used in the Australian Lectionary for Mass, Vols I, II and III © 1981, London: Collins Liturgical. All rights reserved. Used 
with permission in Liturgia © Liturgy Brisbane. 





Lebanon Crisis Appeal – November 

 

Caritas Australia’s Lebanon Crisis Appeal 

Lebanon is currently facing a dire crisis, and the need for your support has never been greater. 

Communities are being devastated by conflict and economic instability, leaving countless families  

without access to basic needs like food, water, and medical care. Our Caritas Australia partners on the 

ground are doing everything they can, but they desperately need your help.  

Please show your love for Lebanon and donate today to help supply essential items such as food,  

shelter, and medical aid, as well as long-term support to rebuild communities.  

Donate today: www.caritas.org.au/lebanon  

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/lebanon/?utm_source=ParishBulletin&utm_medium=Referral&utm_term=QRCode&utm_content=&utm_campaign=EA_2025_DMREA_LEBANON_ECONOMIC














Holy Heritage: A Pilgrimage to the Philippines! 16 February to 24  

February 2025 
 

All are welcome to join our pilgrimage and immerse yourselves in a spiritual journey through the rich and vibrant culture of 
the Philippines! Explore renowned churches and sacred sites, guided by our chaplain, Fr David Ranson! 

  
The Philippines was under the Spanish Regime for 333 years, a period that greatly influenced the culture and religion of the 
Filipino people.  The Philippines has the biggest population of Catholics in Asia, with 79%, according to the Philippine Sta-

tistics Authority’s 2020 Census. 
  

Inspired by this nation, its people, and our own catholic faith, we are organising a pilgrimage tour to the Philippines, centred 
on visiting renowned places, churches and Minor Basilicas: 

  
Places to Visit: 

• Manila: Manila Cathedral, San Agustin, Intramuros/Rizal Park, Binondo Church, Quiapo (optional), Baclaran Church 
(optional) 

• Iloilo: Jaro Church, Molo Church 

• Guimaras: Tappist Monastery, Holy Family Hills, Mango Farm, Guisi Lighthouse, Pit Stop Café-Mango Pizza, Beach 

• Cebu:  Sto Nino, Cebu City Tour, Magellan Cross, Simala Church (optional) 

• Bohol: Bohol Churches, Baclayon Church, Lobok River Cruise, Tagbilaran, Chocolae Hills, Tarsier Sancruary, Blood 
Compact Shrine 

• Bulacan: Barasoain Church 

• Manaoag, La Union:  Our Lady of Manaoag 

• Vigan:  Calle Crisologo, Bantay Church Bell Tower 

Batac: Sites of Batac 

  
***Note:  Itinerary may be subject to change 
  
Price:  AU$3,500 (subject to change depending on number of participants) 
To Reserve Your Place:  We require a Deposit of 10% or $350 (refundable) 
 
Please pay to:  
Our Lady of Dolours 
BSB No. : 062784 
Account Number: 100001609 
Reference:  Philippine Pilgrimage 
  
Inclusions:  

• Domestic flights 

• Land and water transportation 

Hotels with breakfast 

Exclusions:  

• Plane fares from Sydney to Manila and back 

Optional tours before and after the pilgrimage tour 

  
For inquiries:    

 Email:  philpilgrimage2025@gmail.com 

•  Ditas Naguit:  0405 999 510 

  Rene Balboa: 0413 558 836  

mailto:philpilgrimage2025@gmail.com




Magi Pilgrimages  

Magi Pilgrimages would like to invite you for a 16-day Pilgrimage of Hope 

(22/04/25 to 07/05/25).  

This pilgrimage features Fatima, Valladolid, Lourdes, Nice, Turin, Padua,  

Assisi,  Rotondo, and Rome for an all-inclusive early bird price of $8990+tips.  

The fare includes Return Economy Airfares + Local Transfers in Deluxe coaches + 

Stay in Premium Hotels + All Breakfasts & Dinners + Catholic Priest + English 

speaking professional guides.  

 

For enquiries & bookings: 

Call 03 8839 6615 or 1300 721 561 or  

Email us pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au  

mailto:pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au


 A Catholic Response to Domestic Violence 

 

The Diocese has released a video with Bishop Anthony addressing the  

serious and increasing issue of domestic family violence. 

 

The theme for Safeguarding Awareness 2024 is The Voice of the Vulnerable 

and Bishop Anthony wanted a particular focus on domestic family violence, 

which affects women, children and men across our communities. 

 

The video is called “A Catholic Response to Violence”. It can be viewed on 

the Diocese website at  A Catholic Response to Domestic Violence - Catholic 

Diocese of Broken Bay (bbcatholic.org.au) where other resources, including 

a booklet, are also available. 

 

While a number of help lines are identified in the video and booklet, below 

are some of the key ones”  

•1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732) – 24-hour 7 day a week service for  

advice and support 

•131 450 for non-English speakers and ask them to ring RESPECT 

CATHOLICCARE BROKEN BAY: 

•Central Coast: 1800 324 924 

•Northern Beaches: 1800 324 924 

•Naremburn: 1800 324 924 

•Waitara: 1800 324 924 

         

MEN’S REFERRAL SERVICE:          1300 766 491 

 

The video is also available on our Youtube channel  

https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=05aa7abfb5&e=c7a5200c32
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=05aa7abfb5&e=c7a5200c32
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=4255f76374&e=c7a5200c32



